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Similar to many other countries, there has been a growing popular, scholarly and media interest in Portugal in gaining a deeper understanding of the history of the Great War. From 2014, and even more so from 2016 onwards (the year that marked the centenary of the country's official entry into this global conflict), the initiatives designed to remember the years of the war and its consequences on a social, political, cultural and military level have multiplied. At the time of writing this article -in November 2017 -, exhibitions and conferences have been and continue to be held, Collection Days are being promoted, academic and journalistic articles, monographs and fiction books are being published, memoirs and diaries reprinted, new research topics pursued in universities, documentaries broadcasted on radio and TV. However, despite this unprecedented dynamic, the emphasis of the remembrance of the Great War in terms of gender has mainly focused on male perspectives.
Contrary to what might be expected, Portuguese historiography continues to be more interested in the politico-diplomatic, military and economic context of the war than its impact on civil society. The main focus is placed on politico-diplomatic aspects that led to Portugal's entrance into the war, on how the expeditionary troops were prepared for participating in the conflict and on the question of whether and to what extent the war contributed to the deterioration of the country's economy. The historical narrative mainly focuses on the soldier who went to the war front, who put his life at risk, who suffered the hardships of captivity, who died in the battlefield or returned home maimed.
Thus, apart from some exceptions, women's contributions to the war effort and changes of women's status in family and society as a result of the conflict are still uncharted territory. As Michelle Perrot has highlighted years ago, " [i] n the theatre of memory, women are tenuous shadows. The traditional historical narrative does not leave them much space, specifically insofar as it favours the public arena -politics, war -
The Centenary and Portuguese Women
It should be noted that Portugal entered the Great War alongside the Triple Entente. From August 1914 onwards, there were multiple conflicts between German and Portuguese troops in the south of Angola and the north of Mozambique. By declaring itself non-neutral and non-belligerent, Portugal attempted to maintain its African territories and increased its military presence in these places by sending 49,000 men between 1914 and 1918. After Germany declared war on Portugal on 9 March 1916, over 56,000 men were sent to France and about 50 women were deployed as nurses. 4 The Portuguese involvement in the world conflict was also seen as an opportunity to strengthen the young and unstable republic, and to reinforce its diplomatic role in Europe. However, this intervention resulted in next to 8,000 deaths 5 and almost as many imprisonments in the African and European war theatres, and led to political, economic and social consequences that were felt throughout the following decades.
As stated above, with the centenary of the First World War, the number of commemorative activities has increased, mainly after 2016. The official remembrance programme, organised by the national Coordinating Committee of the Remembrance of the World War I Centenary, 6 arranged by Lieutenant General Mário Oliveira Cardoso and under the direction of the Ministry of National Defence, mainly contained events and publications dedicated to politico-military topics, expressing a lack of interest for gender perspectives, and especially for women. Thus, many of the initiatives 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41 we will describe in this article regarding the role of Portuguese women in the Great War have been developed in an academic context or by private institutions.
Books
As would be expected, several Portuguese publishers have taken advantage of the interest in the Great War and issued books on this subject. Some of them are of great academic quality, but few refer to the history of women. A good example is the seminal book "Portugal e a Grande Guerra. 1914 Guerra. -1918 of about 600 pages; only three pages even mention women. More specifically, they concern female organisations or those in which Portuguese women played a prominent role (such as the Portuguese Red Cross) and that provided support for the soldiers and their families.
8 A different perspective on the war years is presented by Jorge Pedro Sousa in his two-volume work "Portugal na Grande Guerra. Uma Crónica Visual". 9 The author examines how the armed conflict was covered by the weekly magazine "Ilustração Portuguesa" [Portuguese Illustration], one of the most important journals of that time and an essential source to understand Portugal during that era. According to Sousa, this periodical gave short shrift to issues regarding the situation of women, but still mentions, for example, the female nurses of the Portuguese Red Cross and the initiatives organised by the Portuguese Women's Crusade (Cruzada das Mulheres Portuguesas), founded in March 1916 by a group of women to support the Portuguese war effort.
10 It also examines how the fact that thousands of men left for the battlefields and more women were employed impacted the job market.
The book "Prisioneiros Portugueses da Primeira Guerra Mundial. Frente Europeia -1917 /1918 on the other hand, presents itself as groundbreaking study and even a revelation in the Portuguese historiographical context. Not only does it address an under-researched topic -prisoners of war -, it also includes new source material, namely letters written by women to their imprisoned relatives that never reached their addressees, as they were confiscated by the military censorship. Although the book fails to critically analyse these sources that are merely reproduced, 12 The second part of the book is entirely dedicated to the narrative of the four years of war lived by Mercedes Blasco, her husband and their two children in the Belgian city of Liège, occupied by the Germans at that time. It includes some pictures of the author with former Portuguese prisoners (whom she treated as a Belgian Red Cross nurse, taken after their release) and letters they sent to her describing the horrors they experienced in the detention camps.
As we can see, the lack of books on women and the Great War in Portugal is evident. Those that somehow touch upon gender issues do so in a limited way, failing to examine known sources and to present new perspectives or interpretations on the issue. This is probably due to the absence of extensive academic studies on this subject.
Academic Theses and Scientific Articles
The centenary brought several subject areas related to the First World War to the attention of Masters and PhD students, but women's studies proved to be an exception. The Portuguese National Register of Doctoral Dissertations in Progress, 13 lists a thesis by Natividade Monteiro titled "Mobilização das Mulheres Portuguesas durante a Grande Guerra" [Mobilisation of Portuguese Women During the Great War]. In the context of this thesis, Monteiro has published several scientific articles of high historiographic value, highlighting the role of Portuguese women in the context of the conflict, which summarise fundamental ideas 14 and provide biographical information on some relevant figures.
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Although not exclusively dedicated to the issue of women in the Great War, João Albuquerque's research on the role of civilian institutions for the support of Portuguese war prisoners also addresses this topic. He mentions some associations where Portu- guese women played a prominent role. However, this short research project is excessively descriptive and fails to thoroughly analyse these institutions or the women who collaborated with them.
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In addition to the works of these two researchers, several other academic articles were published, namely about the women's fight for the release of their imprisoned relatives 17 and the relationship between feminism, pacifism and the Great War. 18 A recent article in the context of a research project on health and the Great War is also worth mentioning. It addresses the establishment of a unit of war nurses mobilised by the army for the Portuguese Women's Crusade, highlighting the journey of several women and the obstacles they had to overcome to serve in Portuguese hospitals in France.
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To sum up: there is an overall lack of scholars, especially senior academics, who address the subject of women in the First World War, which narrows scientific production. For example, there have been no special issues of Portuguese journals on social history or gender studies about the topic of women and the First World War.
Exhibitions
To celebrate the centenary of the establishment of the Portuguese Women's Crusade (1916), the Portuguese National Library organised an exhibition 20 followed by a colloquium and the publication of an exhibition catalogue. published in the catalogue, 22 as well as other studies about this feminist organisation, commemorating some historical aspects and displaying parts of the Portuguese National Library's collection.
"Tudo se desmorona" [Everything Is Collapsing] 23 is another exhibition about the impact of the Great War on Portuguese society and culture that addresses the situation of women. It includes aspects of Portuguese Red Cross nurses, war widows and the role women played in fundraising campaigns to help deployed soldiers and their families. Although this exhibition made several aspects of Portuguese women in the Great War known to the public, some objects and images could have been explored in greater detail and accompanied by more comprehensive explanatory texts.
The exhibition "Os intelectuais portugueses e a Guerra 1914 -1918 " [Portuguese Intellectuals and the War 1914 -1918 , shown in the Portuguese National Library between January and April 2016, should also be mentioned in this context. It included some books, written by women, about the world conflict and Portugal's involvement, a topic that is largely ignored by Portuguese historiography. After the exhibition, a catalogue 24 was published. However, although it lists all the exhibited books, including those written by women, the chapter's title "Os intelectuais portugueses e a Guerra" fails to mention women's intellectual contribution.
Media
Unlike the situation outlined above, Portuguese media paid great attention to women issues, particularly between 2014 and 2016. The TV show "Postal da Grande Guerra" [Postcards of the Great War], aired on channel two of the public broadcaster (RTP2), devoted three episodes 25 to this topic. The public radio station, Antena 1, also dedicated one of the fourteen parts 26 of the programme "Cem Mil Portugueses na Primeira Guerra" [One Hundred Thousand Portuguese in the First War] to women's con- 30 recycling information and data already published in other studies. The topic of correspondence and love letters gave rise to another publication in the "Sábado"
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[Saturday] magazine, which was also addressed in the TV show "Postal da Grande Guerra". These media narratives on Portuguese women somehow perpetuate the international view of women during wartime: the nurse that cares for the maimed soldier and the young woman in love with a soldier, who she hopes to marry.
Reasons for This Scenario
There are several factors that have contributed to the rather marginal interest in female perspectives and a predominantly male-centred focus of Portuguese historiography on politico-diplomatic and military aspects, as reflected by the events and publications to commemorate the Great War. Contrary to the situation of various other belligerent countries, the Portuguese metropolitan territory was not invaded by enemy armies. Except for the confrontations between Portuguese and German forces in the north of Mozambique and the south of Angola (Portuguese colonies at the time) and the attack on the city of Ponta Delgada in the Azores archipelago by a German submarine on 4 July 1917, national autonomy was 27 never at stake. For the majority of the civilian population in the mainland, the military conflict was happening many thousands of miles away and, as such, the only impact of the war was felt indirectly, for example through an increase of living costs. In Portugal, there were no deportations to prison camps, military occupations, lootings, murders or rapes, images that are associated with the impact of war on the civilian population elsewhere. These topics, although recurrent in the home front historiography, cannot be considered in the Portuguese case. Moreover, Portugal did not even come close to the massive number of deployed French soldiers in proportional terms. While only about 3.5 percent of the Portuguese male population went to the front, it was 20 percent in France.
32 Therefore, the social consequences of the deployments were less profound in Portugal. Thus, topics such as war marriages, separation of couples, mothers who were left alone or brides that remained unmarried, would be barely addressed by Portuguese historiography. In comparison with France, where the entire society was mobilised, for example, by political appeals urging women to contribute to the war effort by actively working in agriculture, industry and services. 33 Whereas the Great War severed the social and family order in France, allowing women to access new jobs and responsibilities, the situation was quite different on the Portuguese home front. Françoise Thébaud has quoted the weekly publication "La Vie Féminine" on this matter, stating that "[t]he Great War had been necessary for humanity to take notice of its other half". 34 However, it seems that Portugal was still far from discovering its female half through the war, since the opening of traditionally male jobs to women was limited during the period of the conflict.
This situation is exacerbated by the lack of source material and archives on the female participation in the Great War, such as, for example, relevant documents written by Portuguese women on how they lived during the years of the war. It should be borne in mind that eight in ten Portuguese women were then illiterate, which reduces the probability of finding a significant number of testimonies. 35 However, men wrote several books about their experience of the Great War, despite the high illiteracy rate among the male population (seven in ten Portuguese men could not read and write It is possible to find some isolated newspaper articles or letters written by women, but these sources are difficult to analyse because they contain little information about their authors. The website of the project "Fly -Forgotten Letters Years 1900 Years -1974 , organised by the Centre of Linguistics of the University of Lisbon, has some correspondence written by women during the years of the war available. However, these testimonies are sparse and difficult to contextualise, analyse and compare with other sources.
Up to today, no diaries or memoirs have surfaced written by the "lady nurses" of the Portuguese Red Cross or the Portuguese Expeditionary Corps who worked in hospitals in France, where they witnessed the horrors of war, or in hospitals in Portugal, where they treated sick and mutilated soldiers. Whilst in other countries nurses' diaries are still been found, sources produced by women are a rare occurrence in Portugal. In this context, it should be stressed again that Portugal, compared with other belligerent countries, only sent a very small number of nurses to the frontlines.
Moreover, the Portuguese Army did not deploy female doctors, soldiers, spies or women with other auxiliary functions, such as cooks or drivers. There are also no records of religious women 38 , female journalists 39 or photographers who volunteered to go to war. Thus, there is hardly any evidence that Portuguese women actively participated on the frontlines in any way. 40 In contrast, male politicians and soldiers left diaries and memoirs describing their personal experiences (some of which have been reprinted and analysed). 41 Even in the 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41 last few years, when the remembrance of the war centenary has led several families to search private archives for traces of that past, the writings that have emerged to the public eye are those written by men. In fact, the historian Natividade Monteiro has been struggling with this issue in her PhD thesis on Portuguese women in the Great War. In an interview on the TV show "Cem Mil Portugueses na Primeira Guerra" of Antena 1 radio station, she deplores:
"The archives are lacking in documents on women. It is very difficult to find evidence of women's participation in the war. The only thing we have are periodicals.
[…] They sometimes mention not only women's organisations established to support soldiers, families and orphans, and nurses who went to the battlefront or stayed in the rear, in hospitals, etc., but also anonymous women's committees organised locally to raise money and to gather and make warm clothing for the soldiers." 42 Furthermore, it is important to highlight that many female organisations that were established during the Great War ceased their operations, in general, after the war. Except for one or two organisations, such as the Portuguese Women's Crusade, 43 whose surviving documentation remains in the headquarters of the Combatants League in Lisbon, all other archives and documentation are lost. Without relevant source material, it is difficult to reconstruct the day-to-day lives of Portuguese women at the home front. State archives, particularly military institutions, hold countless documents written by men for men, minimising women's roles and reinforcing the idea that war belongs exclusively to the male sphere.
Due to the fact that the memories of the Great War were passed from generation to generation, memory politics is generally associated with men's achievements. On several Collection Days, 44 organised since 2014 by the Institute of Contemporary History of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of the New University of Lisbon, it was mainly the descendants of frontline soldiers who came to share their family memories. Thus, it is their narrated experiences that have survived within the family remembrance until today. When people were asked about what happened to women who stayed in Portugal, the answers show that these issues were never really discussed. The history of the family in the years of the war is narrated from a male perspective, which means that women are also barely present in oral sources.
It is also noteworthy that the issue of women in the Great War was already explored (although not in depth) in 2010/2011, on the occasion of the centenary of the establishment of the Republic of Portugal. Many female associations and their main 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41 leaders were connected to the republican movement, which is why during the celebration of the 100 years anniversary of the Portuguese Republic a great deal was written and said about these women. 45 This might explain why the interest in this topic is so scant, although there has been and still is only little investigation on Catholic and monarchist women.
Possible Future Developments
We have identified a set of issues that deserve to be addressed or pursued further for a better understanding of the role of Portuguese women in the four years of the Great War and its aftermath. First, female associations and women who were connected to the Catholic and monarchist movement should be examined. Portuguese historiography has focused too much on republican women who are more visible in the public sphere and whose role is better documented. However, Catholic and monarchic women also played a very relevant role in supporting deployed soldiers and their families, which should be investigated in greater depth. Besides, there are barely any studies on the participation of Portuguese women in the labour market during the conflict. Even without a strong male absence, Portugal felt the impact of the war. For example, the country was one of the biggest producers of canned goods, for which demand grew rapidly during the military conflict, and this industry mainly employed women. In both this and other fields, Portuguese women were called into work. Only few studies have addressed this issue and the repercussions of this development on the post-war period.
The "godmothers of war" is another interesting research field. Usually been highlighted in the context of the Colonial War between 1961 and 1974 and still not sufficiently investigated, "godmothers of war" appeared for the first time in the conflict of 1914 -1918 have not yet explored this topic, despite the public interest, the existence of source material and the many related issues that it opens up. Who were the "godmothers of war", and what relations did they establish with their "godsons" during and after the war ?1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41 faced in the post-war period are sparse. More studies such as those by Karin Hausen, 46 Erika Kuhlman 47 or Peggy Bette, 48 among others, are needed to understand how Portuguese widows dealt with their financial difficulties, taking into account that they no longer had their husbands' salary, how they fought for the "blood pensions" and what support they had to raise their children. Did they remarry? Did they get a job or multiple jobs? Did they move from the countryside to the city?
It would also be interesting to understand how the return of the soldiers affected womanhood and women's marital relationships by analysing divorce, marriage and birth rates. The research projects that have been carried out in Portugal so far focus too much on the period between 1914 and 1918 and do not give enough attention to the medium and long-term effects that resulted from the years of war. What role did women (wives, mothers or daughters) play when the sick and maimed soldiers came back home?
Furthermore, studies that focus on Portuguese women and the First World War predominantly present a general framework, missing local and regional realities and the individual stories of the women's organisations that materially and morally supported the soldiers and their families. It is well known that these organisations based in the bigger cities of the country had branches in multiple locations and that several women mobilised themselves locally to contribute to the war effort. However, there is no information on who these women were, what activities they developed, what obstacles they faced, whether and how they were supported or what happened to them in the post-war period.
Finally, the topic of gender perspectives can still be developed by approaching, for instance, the concepts of soldiers' and veterans' masculinities or the construction of masculinities, which were subjects completely left aside in the context of the remembrance activities.
Conclusion
While gender issues were not entirely pushed aside from the set of initiatives promoted from 2014 onwards to commemorate the Great War centenary, they were not addressed as much or as in-depth as other subjects, namely those of a politico-military nature. regarding the abovementioned issues, although new archives and sources have been made available to researchers. Thus, in the Portuguese case, the centenary of the Great War was not used as a catalyst for research on gender perspectives. The focus remained on the consequences of the conflict in the context of national history and male narratives, neglecting the female presence during and after the war. With few exceptions, Portuguese women and the First World War stayed in the background of the remembrance of the centenary and their roles remained complementary. As a consequence, the opportunity to redirect research towards gender perspectives was lost. In addition, the topic of Portuguese women in the Great War has been mainly addressed by researchers who regularly focus on gender studies in their work, and no new name arose. More importantly, the research centres and academic journals dedicated to this field practically ignored the centenary of the Great War, and, in so doing, missed an opportunity to stimulate new research. There was a lack of funding for projects specifically addressing First World War and gender, which could have attracted more postgraduates to explore new research topics.
With the end of the commemoration period approaching, the issue might, once again, be forgotten. Meaningful dates like this have the effect of propelling studies on the historical event that is being remembered. The centenary of the Great War is no exception, even though, as we have seen, gender perspectives were widely ignored in Portugal. However, we hope that, in the post-centenary period, new works on the topic emerge, supported by new documental sources that have come to light during the last four years.
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